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Can you imagine living on a 
beach, with water on one side and 

railroad tracks on the other?  Sonja 

Franzen Main did, for many years.  

Here’s her story.  

Sonja’s parents, Hilda and Arvid 

Franzen, came to Shipwreck Point 
in 1930.  The place they settled is 

below the Windandtide neighbor-

hood near Picnic Point and was 
originally owned by the Merrill 

and Ring Lumber Company.  At 

the beginning, Hilda and Arvid 
lived in a tent.  Eventually, they 

added the first room of their house, 

constructed from a dismantled 

pump house carried from Everett 
on a flatbed truck to Picnic Point 

and then towed by water on log 

“floats.”  More additions were 
made during the Depression years, 

including a kitchen table, claw 

foot tub, and stairs and a stair rail-
ing salvaged from a ferry.  Their 

chicken coop was once the wheel-

house of a tugboat!  

An Inupiat (Northern Eskimo), 
Hilda was born in Nome in 1905 

and grew up on King Island in 

Alaska.  Of Anglo-Scandinavian 
descent, Arvid was born in Christ-

church, New Zealand, in 1880.  

When he was fourteen, he left on a 

sailing ship and eventually reached 
Alaska, where he always told peo-

ple he was from Australia.  After 

many adventures, Arvid settled at 

Shipwreck Point with Hilda and a 
daughter named Vi.  Three more 

daughters were born there, includ-

ing Sonja in 1937.  Among Sonja’s 

earliest “beach memories” were 
the blackouts of WWII.  She says 

she’ll never forget the time she 

returned with her family late at 
night and walked quietly along the 

railroad tracks in the dark as her 

parents carried her new baby sis-
ter, Patricia, who was born in 

1941.  

For early schooling, the daughters 
went to live with relatives in West 

Seattle, Beacon Hill, and Soap 

Lake.  Later Sonja attended Rose-
hill in Mukilteo, graduating from 

the ninth grade in 1953, when she 

was  chosen Girl of the Year.  Son-
ja recalls walking along the rail-

road tracks and then a path 

through the woods to get to Picnic 

Point where the Mukilteo School 
District sent a car, and later a 

school bus, to bring the girls to  

(cont’d on page 3) 

Mukilteo Memories:  Life is just a Day at the Beach 
         By John and Ann Collier  

From left to right:  Patricia, Jean and Sonja at the beach in 1955  

Pictured here is Vi, Sonja’s sister, in the early 1930s.  This tent served as the original home at  

Shipwreck Point.  
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I would like to open my letter to you 

with what is simple yet most heart-

felt: 

THANK YOU 

We all know volunteer organizations 

such as ours have many spokes need-

ed to move the wheels forward. We 

are lucky enough to have many who 
have been with us a number of years. 

We also have folks who are new to 

our group and are equally proud to be 
members. Not just those born to the 

City of Mukilteo, but also the sur-

rounding areas as well as those like 
me, who were born outside the State 

of Washington, all with the common 

bond of the Historical Society. There 

are a great many things that motivate 
us to belong to the Mukilteo Histori-

cal Society: the light station with its 

beautiful lighthouse, protecting and 
archiving our history, taking an active 

role in a local organization and a 

great many more reasons, all valid 

and all important to keeping us mov-

ing forward. 

WELCOME 2012 

Speaking of moving forward, here we 

are in the year 2012 (not as ominous 
since “2001 A Space Odyssey “ was 

made 44 years ago and 2001 was 11 

years ago) and we are once again 
looking forward to another terrific 

season at the Lighthouse, enjoying 

the speakers at our monthly meetings 

and a host of other MHS events. Your 
2012 Officers and Directors recently 

gathered at the Annual Board Retreat 

to discuss the coming year, set our 
goals and plan for events that involve 

our membership as well as the public. 

We have another terrific Board in 

place that will work hard for our or-

ganization: 1st Vice President: John 

Collier, 2nd Vice President: Bob 
Templeton, Secretary: Becky Owens-

by, Treasurer: Eileen Pridmore, our 

Directors: Nancy Joao, Mitch Owens-

by, Dan Tolfree, Ellen Koch and 

Christopher Summitt as well as your 

President (me).  There are also many 
Committee Chairs and their teams of 

volunteers working hard every year. 

Many ‘spokes’, who not only contrib-

ute many hours but also strengthen 
our group with their skills, talents and 

good-natured spirits. 

If there is a committee or volunteer 

opportunity (Publicity, Gift Shop, 

Lighthouse) you would like to work 
with this year, please contact me or 

another Officer/Director. If you know 

of others who would enjoy being part 

of our terrific organization, please 
pass on a membership form to them. 

If you want to take part in an upcom-

ing event or project, please be sure to 
tune in regularly to the newsletters, 

meetings and emails as we share with 

each other another wonderful year. 

As I close my piece for the newsletter, I 

want to wish everyone a Wonderful 

New Year, hoping that whatever chal-

lenges we are each faced with are bal-

anced with an abundance of celebra-

tions, triumphs and successes. 

And again THANK YOU for all you 

do. 

Lisa Romo  ♦    

ADOPT A FLOWER BED 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A new  

opportunity to  
volunteer at YOUR  

convenience! 

 
The Mukilteo Historical Society gar-

deners have 23 flowerbeds to plant 

and maintain, so we are asking for 
volunteers to step forward and help us 

out.  Weeding, deadheading and an 

occasional watering may be required.  

The flowerbeds are not large; a time 
commitment of one hour or so every 

two weeks would be sufficient.  No 

planting would be required.   

Anyone or any family that fulfills this 

commitment would receive free 
membership for 2012 and the most 

sincere gratitude from the MHS gar-

deners.  

Please grab a friend, your kids or 

your  I-pod and sign up today.  A call 

to Char Keane, 425-355-9499, will 
start the process.  Char will help you 

choose the right flowerbed for you 

and give you some pointers.   

Please call today! ♦    

Lisa Romo  

Message from our President  

MHS 2012 Officers and Directors, January 7, 2012 

Christopher Summitt, Becky Owensby, Dan Tolfree, Nancy Joao, Ellen Koch, Bob Templeton,  

Eileen Pridmore, Mitch Owensby, John Collier and Lisa Romo 



(cont’d from page 1)  

school.  She recalls the time they saw 

a cougar along the path, and for some 
time after that they walked much 

closer to the tracks!  When Sonja 

started high school, she would take a 

school bus from Picnic Point to Muk-
ilteo, get on the Mukilteo Stage to go 

to the bus depot in Everett, and then 

walk from the bus depot to Everett 

High School.   

It was at Rosehill that Sonja met Roy 

Main, who came there from  Wilson 
Elementary School.  Sonja was im-

pressed by Roy’s roller skating skills 

during an assembly at Rosehill. Lean 
and handsome, Roy no doubt attract-

ed the attention of all the Franzen 

girls when he rumbled down the bluff 
on his motor scooter to visit Sonja 

and her family.  They were married 

after they both were graduated from 

Everett High in 1956.  Roy remem-
bers working for George Losvar at 

the Mukilteo Boat House in the sum-

mer of 1953 or 1954, and catching 
bait for Ed and Dick Taylor at Tay-

lor’s Landing.  Roy also drove for the 

Mukilteo Stage in the 1960s, and then 

worked for many years at Boeing on 

the Apollo project.    

Sonja remembers well her father’s 
salvage operation at Shipwreck Point, 

which he operated from the begin-

ning of the Depression until the early 

sixties.  Ships, mostly worn out sailing 

vessels that were taking up valuable 

space at Seattle’s docks, were towed in 

to be burned so the iron could be sal-

vaged.  A large winch was installed in 
1941-42 to make it easier to bring in 

the boats for burning.  At least 26 
sizeable ships were salvaged there dur-

ing this period.  The quite visible ship-

wreck that is still there (see it on 

Google Earth) is the Pacific Queen, a 

minesweeper that was built during 

WWII, but never saw action because 

the war ended before the ship was com-

pleted.   

A rugged one-lane road was finally 

built down to the railroad tracks near 

the house in 1947.  When Arvid 

worked at a job in Everett he often 

“commuted” by train, which would 

stop near his house.   Because it was 

too expensive to bring in electrical 

lines, the house did not have electricity 

until 1992 when generators were in-

stalled.  Propane tanks to fuel the gen-

erators are still wheeled across the 

tracks on handcarts.   

Although the beach house was always 

home for Sonja’s parents, Sonja and 

Roy did not live there permanently un-
til 1993. They have three children--

Dale, Steven, and Lisa--five grandchil-

dren, and five great grandchildren.  

After a lot of discussion and thought, 

Roy and Sonja have decided to sell the 

family property and move away from 

the beach.  It is now their dream to 

travel and see the world, including a 

visit to view the statue erected in Fin-
land in honor of Arvid’s great grand-

father, a Lutheran Bishop named 

Frans Michael Franzen. 

When their son Steven was asked 

what was exciting about living at the 

beach, he told about seeing killer 
whales (Orcas) swimming along a 

line of crab traps, trying to raid the 

traps.  He also talked about the times 
sea lions would scramble frantically 

out of the water onto the sea wall, 

just ahead of the predatory killer 

whales. 

But when Sonja was asked to sum-

marize her memories of life on the 
beach, she recalled the many family 

gatherings and all their shared activi-

ties, from picking berries to operating 
the winch.  With relatively few mate-

rial possessions, she still marvels at 

the pure joy her mother expressed 

when they got a pressure cooker in 
the 1940s.  Her prevailing reminis-

cence is, however, the sense of peace 

she always felt living so close to na-
ture:  the soaring eagles, the jumping 

fish, the serenity of the rippling wa-

ter, the beauty of the reflected sun-

sets.  ♦   
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Who needs James Dean when you have Roy Main 

and his motor scooter in the 1950s?   

Among the ships waiting to be salvaged is the tugboat Active in 1945, from which the  

Franzen family built a chicken coop.  
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In Memoriam:  Norman Kinyon 

 

Mukilteo Historical Society members 

were saddened to learn of the death of 
Norman Kinyon on January 29, 2011 

in Coupeville.  Norman was the son 

of David Kinyon, who was the first 
assistant lighthouse keeper at Muk-

ilteo in 1906.  Born in 1919, Norman 

never lived in Mukilteo, but he did 

grow up with his family at several 
other lighthouses: Tree Point, Alaska; 

Mary Island, Alaska;  New Dunge-

ness lighthouse in Washington; and 
the Umpqua River Lighthouse on the 

Oregon Coast.  Norman and his wife 

Betty were among our honored guests 
at the Mukilteo Lighthouse during 

our Keeper Kin Reunion in 2006.  He 

also returned to Mukilteo to be inter-

viewed for a videotape about the 

Umpqua River Lighthouse. 

MHS appreciated the family’s sug-
gestion that any memorial contribu-

tions in honor of Norman Kinyon be 

sent to the Mukilteo Historical Socie-
ty to be used for the preservation of 

the Mukilteo Lighthouse.  ♦   

 

World War II Memories 

 
Since it is now the 70th anniversary of 

US involvement in WWII, MHS will 

be remembering some of the ways in 

which Mukilteo contributed to the 
war effort.  Here is a quote from Leon 

L. Stock, from a talk given at the 

Mukilteo Historical Celebration on 

August 26, 1967: 

“I have a special fondness for Muk-
ilteo, having spent considerable time 

here during World War II.  I was nav-

igating a picket boat for the Coast 

Guard around the ammunition dock 
and ships which were loading explo-

sives here.  You will remember that 

considerable ammunition was stored 
at the Tulalip reservation, and 

brought by train onto the Mukilteo 

docks and loaded into ships, includ-
ing Russian.  But you may not know 

that in one instance, after unloading a 
car, it was found that fire had burned 

almost through the floor of one of the 

cars, started by sabotage or a hot box.  

Had it burned a little longer, the town 
of Mukilteo, the dock, the ships and 

maybe myself would have virtually 

disappeared from the map.”   

During January, the large lobby win-

dow at the Mukilteo library will fea-
ture an MHS display about Mukilteo 

and WWII. 

If you have memories of WWII you 

would like to share with us, please 

contact Ann Collier at 425-315-0823 

or C92176@aol.com.  ♦   

 

Trip to Point No Point Lighthouse 

On October 15, 2011, a group of 

MHS members met at Rosehill Com-

munity Center for a trip to Point No 
Point lighthouse on the northern tip of 

Kitsap peninsula – MHS members 

traveled by bus and car to visit this 

lighthouse.   

At Point No Point light station we 

were met by a volunteer who gave us 
a guided tour of the lighthouse.  An-

other volunteer gave us a tour of one 
of the keeper quarters, where the 

United States Lighthouse Society has 

its office.   

After checking out the gift shop and 

exhibit room, we enjoyed a delicious 

lunch at a local deli.  Originally our 
lunch was to be picnic style, but the 

weather proved a bit too raw for din-

ing outside.  Fortunately the deli, 
where we had pre-purchased the 

sandwiches, had an inside eating area 

which accommodated our group.   

A side trip was made to see the pri-

vately owned Skunk Bay lighthouse.  

We were not allowed on the grounds, 
but had a very good view of it from 

the road.  From there we headed back 

to the Kingston Ferry terminal for an 
enjoyable ferry ride back across the 

Sound.   

Thank you to Bev Schreiber for all 

the planning that went into this won-

derful day.  ♦  
Mukilteo Senior bus  

Point No Point Lighthouse  

Skunk Bay lighthouse  

MHS members on steps of the Keeper quarters  at 

Point No Point lighthouse  

mailto:C92176@aol.com
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Can you spare 6 days?   

 

2012 is a Leap Year, so you get one 

extra day.  How about sharing that 
extra day and five others with your 

fellow volunteers of the Historical 

Society?   

The 2012 MHS Volunteer season is 

Saturday, April 7th, through Sunday, 
September 30th.  Training sessions 

will be on March 10th and 24th .  

We are only asking you to volunteer 
for six days this season.  There are 

openings in the gift shop as well as 

for lighthouse docents on Saturdays, 
Sundays, Memorial Day and Labor 

Day. A full shift is 11:45am to 

5:15pm.  That's only 5½ hours a 
month during the season.  Break cov-

erage averages 2 to 2½ hours a 

month.    

We need volunteers in order to open 

the light station to the visiting public.  

Please help us make this possible in 

2012.    

Contact Nancy Joao at 425-334-8914 
or njoao@frontier.com to sign up 

today.   ♦  

 

 

MHS Schedule  

 

 

 Thursday, February 9th, 7:10pm 
Membership meeting, Rosehill, 

Fowler Room  

 Thursday, March 8th, 7:10pm  
Membership meeting, Rosehill, 

Fowler Room 

 Saturday, March 10th, 10am   

Volunteer Training, Light Station 

 Saturday, March 24th, 1pm     

Volunteer Training,  Light Station 

 Saturday, March 31st, 10am   

Light Station cleaning   

 Saturday, April 7th, Noon      

Light Station Opening Day  ♦   

 

2012 Program Schedule  

 
The following are the programs 

planned for this year at our MHS 

monthly membership 

meetings.   

February 9th - ”Gray 

Whales in Saratoga Pas-

sage”, Howard Garrett  

March 8th - “Seems Like Yesterday”, 

Jack O’Donnell 

April 12th - “Ebey Landing Reserve 

Manager”, Mark Preiss 

May 10th - “Utopias on Puget Sound”, 

Charles Lewarne 

June 14th - “Bears & Barnacles - Crit-

ters in our backyard”, Joe Gaydos 

July 12th - “And Wasn’t It Grand – A 
novel set in Everett and Victoria BC”, 

Ross Kane 

August 9th - “Pioneer of the Year”, 

Ann Collier 

September 13th - “What’s happening 

in Mukilteo”, Mayor Joe Marine 

October 11th - TBD 

November 8th - “Year in Review”, Lisa 

Romo and Nancy Joao  

Meetings start at 7:10pm.  ♦  

 

We Need Your Help 

 

Recently the A-Team 

found a couple small 
boxes upstairs in Qtrs. 

A that brought up the 

following questions: 

1. What are these items 

(specifically)? 

2. How do they relate to the Histori-

cal Society? 

You see, there isn’t a catalog card for 
any of these items, nor is there any 

documentation in either box. 

If you know what ANY of these 

items are or how it relates to the His-

torical Society (Lighthouse, City of 

Mukilteo), please let us know by 
email at info@mukilteohistorical.org 

attn: Ann Collier or phone Ann at 

(425-315-0823) at your earliest con-

venience.   

Here are photos of the items in ques-

tion.  ♦ 

MHS 2012 Membership dues  

 

Have you paid your 

2012 Membership 
dues?  They were due 

on January 1st and, if 

not paid within 60 days, 
you will be dropped 

from the roster.   

Benefits of membership include a 

personal membership card with this 

year’s new logo, a 10% discount in 

the gift shop and receiving this news-

letter.   

Please send your check in today.  
Membership rates and MHS address 

are on the outside of this newsletter.  ♦  

mailto:njoao@frontier.com
mailto:info@mukilteohistorical.org
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MHS in Photos  

Lighthouse Festival Parade, Sept. 10, 2011 - Elaine Scheib Jensen, Pioneer of the Year  

WWII Exhibit at the Mukilteo  

Library, January 2012 

MHS Storytellers , September 10, 2011  

Christopher Summitt, George Summitt and Sheila McGillivray 

Mukilteo Pioneer Cemetery cleaning day, May 21, 2011  

Back row: Nancy Joao, John Collier, Ellen Koch, Diane Tinsley, Robert 

Smith, Herb Pridmore, Becky and Mitch Owensby  

Front row: Sally Morrison, and Carolyn Morrison  

Mass Planting at the Light Station, June 4, 2011  

Opening Day, April 2, 2011.  Boy Scouts raising the flags.  

MHS Christmas party at Rosehill, December 10, 2011  



Lighting a Light House 

 

Once again MHS volunteers gathered 

on a cold, crisp morning in Novem-
ber to adorn the lighthouse with 

Christmas lights.    

After untangling the strands of lights, 

Dmitriy Tukan and crew proceeded 

to hang lights, decorate windows and 
enjoy hot cocoa and treats.  Though 

the crew was small the end result was 

beautiful, as it is every year.   

Thank you to all who showed up to 
help:  Lisa Romo, Leah Stillwell and 

her son, Jonah, Ann and John Collier 

and their granddaughter Shannon 

Collier, Herb Pridmore, Herb’s son-
in-law Alan Nicholls, Nancy Joao 

and Dmitriy Tukan.  ♦  

 

Santa at the Lighthouse 

 

On December 3rd, Santa and his 

elves greeted children and their fami-

lies at the lighthouse.   

Though the temperature was cold 
outside, inside was warmed by the 

glow on the children’s faces, as Santa 

greeted each and everyone to listen to 

their Christmas wishes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A reading of “The Night Before 

Christmas” was requested by one of 

Santa’s visitors and, not wanting to 

disappoint, Santa obliged.   

Thank you Santa for visiting our 

lighthouse.  ♦  

 

MHS Publicity Chairperson 

 

MHS needs a Publicity Chairperson.  
The person taking this position, under 

the guidance of the Board, would 

utilize every appropriate opportunity 

to remind citizens of Mukilteo and 
neighboring communities of the ex-

istence of the MHS and the range of 

interesting and beneficial activities 

undertaken by it.   

Activities would include, but are not 
limited to, the writing of feature arti-

cles, announcements, press releases, 

letters, public service announcements 

for radio and/or television, and other 
items communicating the dates and 

venues of general meetings, special 

events, volunteer activities, notable 
visitors to the Light Station, and other 

newsworthy items associated with 

MHS.   

The Publicity Chairperson could or-

ganize a committee, if desired, to as-

sist in doing this job.   

Does this interest you?  Please con-

tact Lisa Romo  at  (425) 374-7968 or 
LMR0522@aol.com for more infor-

mation.  ♦   
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Dmitriy Tukan and Ann Collier 

Santa with Noah Joao 

mailto:LMR0522@aol.com
http://www.mukilteohistorical.org/


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Return this form with your payment to:   

 

Mukilteo Historical Society – 304 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 101, Mukilteo, WA 98275 

 

Individual - $15    Senior (65) - $10  Senior Couple - $20 Family - $25 

Corporate - $50   Sustaining - $100  Benefactor - $300  Life - $500 

 

 Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Mailing address _______________________City _________________State ___Zip______ 

 

 Street address _______________________City _________________State ___Zip______ 

 

 Business phone __________________ Fax _______________ Home __________________ 

 

 Email address _____________________________________________________________ 
 

2012 Membership Dues due January 1st 

 

 

Mukilteo Historical Society 

304 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 101 

Mukilteo, WA 98275  

 


