
In 1905, Mukilteo’s population was 

just 350 people, 150 of whom were 

Japanese immigrants (Anderson, 

2020). These pioneers left the only 

homes they had ever known and 

made their way more than 4,000 

miles across the vast Pacific Ocean, 

taking up residence in a small town 

on the shores of Puget Sound. They 

were a vibrant and important part of 

the economy and community. Sadly, 

a series of catastrophic events 

caused many of these Japanese im-

migrants to move from Mukilteo. 

However, their presence is still felt 

in many memorable, meaningful 

ways. 

 

From There to Here 

One might wonder, “What propelled 

the original influx of Japanese immi-

grants to the Pacific Northwest?” 

For most of Japan’s existence, it was 

an island nation with an isolationist 

policy. Up until the conclusion of the 

Meiji Restoration in 1868, Japan 

maintained a strong stance on re-

maining fiercely independent (The 

Library of Congress, n.d.). In the late 

19th century, changing U.S. govern-

ment policy threatened Japan, forc-

ing them to begin engaging in trade 

with the United States or face mili-

tary action (The Library of Congress, 

n.d.). Japan’s subsequent rapid in-

dustrialization and the push to adopt 

Western values caused great insta-

bility, especially for Japan’s rural 

communities. Many workers lost 

their jobs to overseas competition, 

and the Japanese economy experi-

enced a steep decline (The Library of 

Congress, n.d.). Many Japanese citi-

zens seeking opportunity opted to 

cross the ocean from the west side of 

the Pacific Rim to the Pacific North-

west. Mukilteo was one of the many 

towns in the United States that saw a 

resultant influx of Japanese immi-

grants, attracted by the prospect of 

reliable employment and a booming 

American economy. 
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Mukilteo Lumber Company (Later Crown 

Lumber) employed many Japanese workers 
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Fortunately, Mukilteo was more welcoming to the Japanese immigrants than some other neighboring towns, 

where White inhabitants literally rioted and ran them out (Riddle, 2007). One of the major employers in the 

Northwest was Mukilteo Lumber Company, established in 1903 and purchased by Crown Lumber Company 

just six years later (Anderson, 2021). Many Japanese immigrants found employment in the lumber industry. 

This time of prosperity and opportunity gave rise to Mukilteo’s “Japan Town,” an area known to present-day 

Mukilteo dwellers as Japanese Gulch (Bruestle, 2012). After workers came to the United States, their fami-

lies soon followed. A 1922 photo from Rosehill Elementary School shows a class with smiling faces, and a 

student body that was almost half Japanese (Lamoureux Real Estate Blog, 2021). 

 

Unfortunately, in the scope of Mukilteo’s history, this bustling, burgeoning Japanese community was ulti-

mately relatively short-lived due to a series of devastating events. A major shingle mill was destroyed by fire 

in 1929, and the two major lumber producers in the gulch, Crown Lumber and Yukon Lumber, shuttered 

their doors in 1930 (Anderson, 2021). Coinciding with these catastrophic closures, the world faced the Great 

Depression, a decade of economic decline threatening the livelihoods of working-class families across the 

country. Combined, these events caused much of Mukilteo’s Japanese population to move away and pursue 

work elsewhere. 

 

After the Depression, the remaining Japanese residents of the Mukilteo area would experience even more 

strife. The attack on Pearl Harbor and the beginning of World War II caused many White Americans to de-

clare both Japan-born issei (first generation) and American citizen nisei (second generation), as a threat to 

American national security (National Archives and Records Administration, 2022). In February 1942, Presi-

dent Franklin D. Roosevelt issued the executive order that would usher in the introduction of internment 

camps throughout the U.S., shamefully separating and imprisoning the families that had helped our country 

prosper for the past three decades (National Archives and Records Administration, 2022). These people 

were stripped of their homes and livelihoods and imprisoned with poor conditions and little freedom. When 

the only internment camp in Washington, the Puyallup Assembly Center filled, Washington residents were 

sent to out-of-state internment camps, many never to return (Fiset, 2020; National Archives and Records 

Administration, 2022). 

 

Echoes from the Past 

Though the Japanese who helped build Mukilteo are gone, we can still appreciate their contributions and 

walk in their footsteps. In 2011, the City of Mukilteo’s Fish Passage project unearthed historical relics buried 

in the historic Japanese Gulch soil (Bruestle, 2012).  

 

Archaeology students from Edmonds Community College's Learn and Serve Environmental Anthropology 

Field (LEAF) School unearthed many artifacts from the long-gone residents and families of Japanese Gulch 

(Bruestle, 2012). Their treasured finds included leather shoes, a tin of Japanese “cure-all” balm, placards 

with family names and Confucian quotes, bottles and cups, ceramic bowls, and even colorful marbles that 

were likely played with by the children of the Japan Town families (Bruestle, 2012). 

 

Remembrance and Restoration 

One can’t help but wonder, what if the Japanese families who helped foster Mukilteo’s early growth weren’t 

driven out by circumstance? How different would Mukilteo look today if any of these tragedies hadn’t hap-

pened? It is daunting to consider the distance, cultural differences, and difficulties these people endured, 

…continued from the front page 

Continued on page 6... 
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~SUE ANDERSON & TINA SAUNDERS 

GIFT SHOP NEWS 
SPONSORS 

If you’re receiving this newsletter as 

a sponsor, thank you for your sup-

port!  If you’re able to continue sup-

porting MHS, renewal reminders 

were recently sent to business email 

addresses with payment instruc-

tions.  

MHS is accepting sponsorships from 

area businesses at the following lev-

els: 

 Basic at $50 per year 

 Sustaining at $100 per year 

 Benefactor at $300 per year 

Sponsor’s logos and website infor-

mation are posted in the lighthouse, 

gift shop and quarterly newsletters. 

Additional information can be found 

on the MHS website: Mukilteohistor-

ical.org 

Click Menu, Support and Shop, 

Sponsorships.  

If you have questions about the sta-

tus of your sponsorship or member-

ship, please contact  

Sharon Sutherland at:  

mhsmembership1906@gmail.com 

           ~SHARON SUTHERLAND 
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August 2023 

Thursday, August 10 
7pm General Membership Meeting 

at Rosehill 
 

Thursday, August 31 
6:30pm Board Meeting  

 

September 2023 

Friday—Sunday September 8-10 
Lighthouse Festival  

  

Thursday, September 14 
7pm General Membership Meeting  

at Rosehill 
 

Thursday, September 28 
6:30pm  Board Meeting  

 

Saturday, September 30 
1-4pm  Last Day of the Season  

 

October 2023 

Thursday, October 12 
7pm General Membership Meeting  

at Rosehill 
 

Thursday, October 26 
6:30pm  Board Meeting 

 

Saturday, October 28 
1-4pm  Members & Friends Sale/

Opening  

Events Calendar 

Volunteers for the cemetery clean-up on May 20th 

gather for a group selfie! 

CEMETERY CORNER 

As Sharon Sutherland and I were clearing 

ivy last May from the grave of Joseph 

Radley, we met Gunnar Almgren, a neighbor 

to the Pioneer Cemetery. Gunnar told us 

about his Halloween visit to Radley’s grave 

when he was a kid. This was in the 1950s, 

before the cemetery was restored. 

At that time ivy and weeds covered every-

thing. Gunnar and his fellow trick-or-

treaters were spooked by Radley and his 

grave. They misread his name as “Badley” 

and assumed he was a “bad guy.” His com-

panions dared Gunnar to eat his Halloween 

candy beside the grave. 

I told Gunnar the real story of Joseph 

Radley, how he came from England, mar-

ried a Native American woman who had 

been abused by her first husband, nursed 

her through her last illness; how he lived 

thereafter by himself in a shack four miles 

south of Mukilteo, and died of an apparent 

heart attack while washing his dishes. 

~MARGARET SUMMITT 
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just for one chance at a better life. There’s no doubt that they 

risked almost everything they had to come to the United States. 

Over time, the former “Japan Town” grounds have evolved. 

Now, people from all over come to explore the 4 miles of hiking 

trails with towering trees, abundant flora and fauna, and gor-

geous views of Puget Sound (Washington Trails Association, 

n.d.). There’s currently an effort to daylight part of the creek 

that was buried during its former use as a spot for fuel tank pro-

duction (City of Mukilteo, 2017). The space is set to be restored 

for use by local fish and wildlife once again. Design for the pro-

ject was completed in December 2021, and in October of 2022, the City of Mukilteo accepted a $201,880 

state grant to help pay for permits to keep the project moving forward (Mukilteo City Council, 2022). 

 

Today, Japanese Gulch is a vibrant, verdant, living memorial to Mukilteo’s rich history and the courageous 

Japanese community that helped it prosper. 

 

Ebb and Flow:  Japanese Gulch Then and Now is the winning essay from the Mukilteo Historical 

Society's 2023 historical essay contest program.  It was written by Annabelle Kisky, a recent grad-

uate of Renton High School and a full-time Running Start student at Bellevue College.  She plans 

to attend the University of Washington Tacoma and major in Psychology or Criminology.  
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Membership Type: 

o $15 - INDIVIDUAL o $10 - SENIOR (65 OR OVER) o $20 - SENIOR COUPLE o $25 - FAMILY 

o $500 – LIFE o DONATION ONLY –provide name and address so we may acknowledge your donation 
 

Corporate Applications are available at mukilteohistorical.org or by emailing memberships@mukilteohistorical.org  

 

Applicant #1 Data*: 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________ City________________State____ Zip Code:______ 

Phone: ____________________________ e-mail _____________________________________________ 

 

Applicant #2 Data*:    Please use a second application form for more than two applicants in family memberships. 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________ City________________State____ Zip Code:______ 

Phone: ____________________________ e-mail _____________________________________________ 

 
o Help us GO GREEN!  Check this box to opt-in for paperless-only newsletters 

How did you hear about the Mukilteo Historical Society? 

o Lighthouse Visit o Newspaper o Website o Friend o Other ___________________________ 
   

For office use only:  Date Received _________    Added to Membership Roster   Exclusive Membership Decal Sent 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Please review the membership categories below carefully.  As a member you will receive an exclusive member decal, 
quarterly newsletter and a 10% discount in the gift shop.  Your donation is tax deductible. 

Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.  Return this form and your payment to: 
Mukilteo Historical Society – 304 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 101 – Mukilteo, WA 98275 

MUKILTEO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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For each applicant, please check the volunteer areas of interest (if any): #1 #2 

Archives/Trunk Treasures – Collect & archive all documents, photos and artifacts relating to the his-
tory of Mukilteo.  Organize exhibits.  Present Trunk tales throughout the community 

    

Garden – Join our group of gardeners or adopt a specific garden bed at the light station     

Gift Shop – Help to price, stock and maintain inventory.  Operate credit card processing terminal and 
cash register. 

    

Lighthouse – Become a lighthouse tour guide.     

Maintenance – Liaison to Board about Light Station/Pioneer Cemetery issues and plans.     

Publicity – Advertising (Beacon/Herald/etc.).  MHS Newsletter, Membership mailing (Sunshine)/
emails/phoning 

    

Special Tours – Assist with docent tours, field trips & visiting groups.     

Technology – Website, internet, social media     

Weddings – Welcome guests & provide tours for wedding guests.     



Mukilteo Historical Society 
304 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 101 

Mukilteo, WA 98275  
 

Phone: (425) 513-9602 
www.mukilteohistorical.org 

 
E-mail: info@mukilteohistorical.org 

The Mukilteo Historical Society thanks the following corporate sponsors who help support its mission 

to preserve and exhibit items of historic value that pertain to the City of Mukilteo and its environs. 

*Basic Sponsors make an annual contribution of at least $50; Sustaining Sponsors $100; Benefactors $300.     

Benefactor Sponsors* 
 

 

2023 SPONSOR HONOR ROLL 

Sustaining Sponsors* 

Basic Sponsors* 


